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is the essence of the Upamsads and the Sutras'
expound their philosophy -

The term darsana brings out the compre-
hensiveness of the Sandtana Dharma or Vedanta.
Darsana ordinarily applies to knowledge gained
through the senses or pratyaksa as in the-
example, c1 This rose is red." It is real and not
illusory though it is particular and fleeting. The
knowledge gained through reason or anumana is
more stable as it gives us some insight into the
universal laws which explain the particular facts
given in sense-perception. It is thus darsana in
the sense of reasoning, as in the example, "The
earth goes round the sun, because it is a planet."
Higher than inference is intuition or direct
knowledge of God or Brahman, as in the experi-
ence of mystics like Nammalvar. It is Brahma-
darsana and is the supreme end of knowledge.
Thus darsana is going from the physical sense
organ to the inner eye of reason and finally to
Brahma-caksm or the direct realisation of
Brahman. In this way knowledge leads to the
more of itself; it grows from sense-perception or
pratyaksa to reasoning or anumana. Eeasoning
develops into direct realisation of Brahman as
given in Sastra. All these three ways are inter-
connected and complementary and there is no
contradiction in their relation. Veda is not blind